Fair Trade Initiative 

– Update – December, 2011

The Fair Trade Initiative started six years ago as an outreach project of the Anglican Parish of French Village in St. Margaret’s Bay but has expanded over the past 5 years to include supporters who are not aligned with the Parish but who support the initiative in an effort to ‘give back’ to the members of a community less fortunate than themselves. 

The initiative supports in a small way some of the needs of the hard working coffee growers and their families in a small village high in the mountains of southern Mexico called Buena Vista.

The basic concept of the Fair Trade Movement is not to make the coffee growers wealthy but to at least allow those who live in poverty to do so with dignity. The Fair Trade Movement provides the coffee growers with an alternative market into which they can sell their coffee which in turn allows the participating members to pay a fair wage to th4e hard working people who grow the coffee plus helps provide money for clinics, clean water, schools etc……it is not a charity…..it is paying hard working people a fair wage for their labour so they can feed themselves and their families ad with the Fair Trade Premium, to provide the basic necessities of life as well as an opportunity for an education. 

Our contact in Buena Vista is Francisco Vanderhoff….a Dutch worker priest and the founder of the Fair Trade Coffee Movement in the early 1980’s You can find information on him at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frans_van_der_Hoff
Fr. Vanderhoff was gracious enough to have visited the Parish several years ago and participate in the service with Fr. Mark.

In the 5 years that this initiative has been reaching out to the people of Buena Vista, the Fair Tr4ade Initiative has:

1. Year 1 – Purchased a satellite dish, computer and training so the people in the village can access the internet as well as communicate using Skype at no cost, to the next village or around the world.

2. Year 2- Purchased a community generator because they are so far up the mountain that if a storm blows down a power pole they must wait days or weeks before electricity is restored

3. Year 3 – Built a kindergarten for the young children in the village.

4. Year 4 – Purchased 8 street lights for the village because prior to this there was no light and the streets are rough and dangerous to travel at night. Also in year 4 we had an extra $1000 accumulated at the time that the earthquake hit Haiti. When asked, the supporters of the Fair Trade Initiative unanimously agreed to donate the surplus $1000 to help with the relief efforts.

5. Year 5 – There are 3 young women who graduated last spring from high school in the village and expressed a desire to go on to University. We have committed to sponsoring all three for the 4 years they will be at University. A University degree will not only lift these young women out of the cycle of poverty….it will lift their families out of poverty as well. In year 5 we also supported the building of an aquaculture project in the village large enough to raise 1000 fresh water fish per year….providing the villagers with a source of protein as well as some additional income.

On behalf of the people of Buena Vista I would personally like to thank, not only everyone who has supported this initiative financially over the past six years by buying Fair Trade Coffee, tea and sugar, but also my hard working coordinators: Paul Nelson (St. James’), Brian Bright (St. Margaret’s) and Caroline Hubbard (St. Paul’s).

Thank you all.

Harry Cook

