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Biographies of Former Clergy

Rev. John E. Stannage 

Born in Jersey, England, and ordained in 1834 at St. Paul’s Church, French Village. He did outstanding work by traveling back to his homeland obtaining gifts and money for his mission. He organized and helped to raise a fund, around the year 1850, to the amount of $7,000. It later became an endowment fund for St. Paul’s and St. Peter’s parishes from which a stipend is paid annually. Rev. Stannage married Eliza, daughter of N. Lecain in St. George’s Church, Halifax, by Rev. R.F. Uniacke.

-Served Parish 1834-1858 

Rev. John Ambrose. 

.A., D.C.L., zoologist; born at Saint John, N.B. 25th Sept., 1823; son of Richard and Katherine (Phillips) Ambrose died Sackille, N.S., 12th September, 1898. He was born one month after the arrival of his parents from Cove of Cork (Queenstown), Ireland. Although originally from England, his ancestors had resided in Ireland for generations. Was educated at Truro and at King’s College, Windsor. (B.A. 1852; M.A. 1856; D.C.L. 1888) For over fourty-four years laboured successfully as a clergyman for the Church of England at St. Margaret’s Bay, Digby, Liverpool, New Dublin and Herring Cove. Was editor of ‘Church Work’ and ‘The Halifax Church Chronicle’, and also was a governor of King’s College. Married, 30th June 1853, at Liverpool, N.SA., Charlotte Ann Barss (U.E. Loyalist descent). During a busy life as a country parson, he found in natural history a recreation, although not claiming to be an authority on the subject He was an original member of the Institute and was proposed as a member of the first council, but as he lived at a distance from Halifax, he could take but little active part in it’s work; and in 1890 was elected a corresponding member. He published six papers in it’s Transactions, all relating to either the fishes or birds of St. Margaret’s Bay, where he was stationed for thirteen years and so had ample opportunity of gathering from the fishermen much information regarding the inhabitants of the deep. 

-Served Parish 1858-1870
Rev. John Owen Ruggles. M.A.

Once Vicar and Rector of the Parish of Horton. Son of Israel Wllliams and Mary (Owen) Ruggles, of Annapolis, and great-grandson of General Timothy Ruggles, the noted Loyalist, who settled in Nova Scotia in 1783. He was born in Annapolis County, Feb. 8, 1840; entered King’s College, Windsor, in 1854; received B.A. 1859 and M.A. in 1863; Ordained Deacon in 1863, and Priest in 1864. From 1863 to 1871 he was Vicar and again from 1878 to 1888 Rector of Horton. (Between these years he was Minister for St. Paul’s Parish, St. Margaret’s Bay). He married his first cousin, Catherine Elizabeth, daughter of Daniel Owen, Barrister of Lunenburg, and had ten children., He was a devoted and faithful Priest of the Anglican Communion and died suddenly at Windsor in the performance of Clerical duty Sept. 23, 1895. He is buried in the Anglican Churchyard at the “Three Mile Church” near Halifax.

-Served Parish 1870-1878 

Rev. Samuel Trivett

Born in England on April 6, 1852. He was expected to follow in his father’s footsteps of winemaking, but instead offered himself for training in the Ministry of the Church of England – for this he was disowned by his family. He was ordained Deacon and Priest in 1878. He lied as one of the more interesting personalities of the Anglican Church in the Province of Alberta in forking with the Blood Indians. He lived with great personal sorrow and hardship. He made mistakes. He was devoted. He was put on trial and driven away. In Nova Scotia he served the following parishes: St. Barnabas, Blandford (1896-1899); Stewiacke (1899-1902); St. Paul’s, French Village (1902-1911); Milton (1911-1914); Guysborough (1914-1917), Oakfield (Chaplain to the Laurie family 1919-1925). He died December 22, 1931, at the age of 79. Mrs. Trivett died in 1950 at the age of 92. Both are buried in Camp Hill Cemetery. The Bell of St. Margaret’s Church, Tantallon, is inscribed; “Samuel Trivett, Rector, Easter, 1907”.

-Served Parish 1902-1911
Rev. Horace MacLean

(obituary)

Born in North Sydney; died at Middleton, March 18, 1983, age 71. He was  graduate of King’s College. Served in the Parishes of Neil’s Harbour, French Village, Digby, St. George’s, Sydney and Windsor. Buried St. James Anglican Cemetery, Bridgetown.

 – Served Parish 1943-1949 

Canon Carman W. F. Stone

(obituary) 

Born Bridgewater, died October 13, 1970, age 67. Canon Stone was clerk of convocation for the University of King’s College, he served as Parish Priest in Port Medway, Hubbards, and Halifax. in 1946 he joined the faculty of King’s College and in 1948 he became an associate professor. He served as professor of Liturgics and instructed students in Dogmatics, Homilities, Greek and religious Knowledge. In 1964 he was installed as Honorary Canon of the Cathedral Church of All Saints. Buried in Pine Hill Cemetery, Hubbards. 

– Served Parish 1951 

Rev. Wilfred Rees-Wright, D.D.

(obituary) 

Dr. Rees-Wright is remembered in the Halifax area for his help in the design and construction of the Planetarium at the Nova Scotia Museum of Science. Before returning to England in 1957, he was Anglican Rector at French Village and Bedford, Halifax County. A scientist as well as a religious leader, Dr. Rees-Wright was educated at the University College of North Wales at Bangor, graduated in 1923 in biological subjects and continued to earn his Master of Science Degree in the Department of Agricultural Zoology. He was an Exhibitioner of the University of Wales and held a Demonstratorship in Bangor before his appointment as Assistant Lecturer in Zoology at the University of Manchester, the position he held until he entered St. Michael’s College, Llandaff, to take Holy Orders. From a Curacy in Broughton, near Wrexham, he became Rector of Lochgilphead (Argyle) and later Vicar of Berdon in Essex. In 1948 he was appointed Professor of Biology in the Memorial University of Newfoundland at St. John’s, and later relinquished this scientific post to resume clerical duties, moving to Nova Scotia. Funeral services for Rev. Rees-Wright were held in Hollybush Church, Worcester, England.

– Served Parish 1952-1953 

